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	       Important Dates 

12/05	
	
12/06	
	
12/07	
12/08	
	
	
	
12/15	

Class	Pictures	(All	students	must	be	
in	uniform)	
SAC	Meeting	@5:30pm	
PTA	Meeting	@6:00pm	
Literacy	Night	@6:00pm	
Quarter	1	Awards	Assembly	
K	&	1st		@8:15am	
2nd	&	3rd	@9:30am	
4th	&	5th	@10:15am	
PTA	Dress	Down	Day	

12/18-	22	
12/20	
12/21	
12/22		
12/25	–1/5	
01/08	
01/09	
01/10	
	
										

Cafeteria	Celebration	Week	
Holiday	Show	
PTA	Fundraiser	Dance@1:00pm	
Polar	Express	Pajama	Day	
Winter	Break	
Employee	Planning	–	No	School	
School	Reopens	/3rd	Quarter		
SAC	Meeting	@5:30pm	
PTA	Meeting	@6:00pm	
Family	Engagement	Night	@6:30pm	

	 	

A Message From Our Principal 
	

Happy holidays RIE Family. I love this time of the 
year. Holiday lights, family time and good cheer 
amaze me during the month of December.  

December 6th is the next School Advisory Council 
(SAC) meeting. The meeting will begin at 5:30pm in 
the cafeteria. We will review important matters that 
relate to the 2017-2018 School Improvement Plan, 
such as the School-Wide Positive Behavior Plan and 
student achievement data.  

A uniform check will be held this month. Uniform 
checks are performed to reward students that follow 
the uniform policy. Your child will receive an 
incentive for wearing their complete uniform to 
school on this day. Uniforms are red or navy blue 
polo tops and khaki or navy blue bottoms. 

Be mindful and courteous as you drop off/pick up 
your child from school. Remember to remain in your 
car, pull all the way forward when there is a space, 
remind your child to enter/exit quickly and display 
your carpool sign to the right of your dashboard at 
dismissal. 

I wish your family a wonderful and happy holiday.  

Warmest regards, 
 
Mrs. Priester 
Follow me @PrincipalRIE 
	

 
 

@rumble_marie 
A Message From Our Assistant Principal 
	
Rock Island Parents, 
 
The Code of Student Conduct, Policy 5.8, provides specific 
information regarding the rules that all students are expected 
to adhere to, as well as consequences for violations. Important 
among these rules are consistent and timely attendance, respect 
for people and property, appropriate dress, technology usage, 
student publications, student activities, student records and the 
right to appeal, including grievance procedures. 
 
Each year, parents and students are provided with a copy and 
are required to sign indicating you have read and understood 
this guide. Teachers are also required to review the Code of 
Student Conduct and provide students with an opportunity to 
view an related video. 
 
I encourage all parents to read this document and familiarize 
themselves with the information within. There are many 
instances where the code is applied. Below are a few examples: 
 

1.) When a discipline infraction occurs, a consequence as 
per the Broward Schools Discipline Matrix is 
administered. The Code of Student Conduct speaks to 
the administering of consequences. 

2.) When students accrue excessive absences and the 
resulting steps that take place by the school and State, 
the Code of Student Conduct speaks to the applicable 
steps. 

3.) If a parent or guardian requests student records, the 
Code of Student Conduct outlines the process the 
parent and school must take. 
 

Parents may access this document online at 
www.browardschools.com/codeofconduct 
 
I wish you and your families a safe and happy Winter Break! 
 
Mrs. Rumble-Wise, Assistant Principal 

                -Mrs. Marie Rumble-Wise 
	



	  Remarkable Reading  
Mrs. Whittaker, Literacy Coach 

 

F I N D Y O U R S E L F  I N  A  B O O K ! ! ! !  
 
“Find Yourself in A Book” is an engaging, standard-based, fun and practical, family literacy 
night, spotlighting everyday ways our families can ensure their children become strong readers 
and learners.  Family Literacy Night is designed to engage families in a meaningful discussion 
and hands-on activities about children’s literacy development and how vital a role families play in 
the literacy development process. This year we will be hosting our literacy night at the Tyrone 
Bryant Library. 
 
Please, save the date – December 7th - a night of Literacy Fun, Read Alouds, Hands-On activities 
and a chance to participate in and win several raffles.	
	
Kona Ice will also be in attendance as well as the Title I Parent Van with giveaways and 
resources for parents. The first 20 students will get a free Kona Ice treat! 
 
Students and families are encouraged to dress up as their favorite book character as a way to 
truly emphasize; Find Yourself in a Book!  I hope to see you there! 
 
**Please see the final page of the newsletter for directions and more information about 
Kona Ice. 

	



 
During this Holiday Season, our students 
are making waves in Math through the 
implementation of Acaletics.  
 
 ACALETICS is the name trademarked by 
Educational Development Associates (EDA) 
Inc., to describe its approach to boost 
academic student performance.   
This awesome program is FREE to students 
in grades 3, 4, and 5 at Rock Island. Students 
received their login/password from their 
teachers and utilize this program and its 
components daily for 30 minutes. 
 
 The website is 
http://www.acaletics2.com/index.html.  
 Please encourage your child/children to use 
this program daily for MATH SUCCESS!! 
 
"What it takes to be a good athlete is 
what it takes to be a good student-
practice, preparation, and 
commitment."  Parents we need your 
help to prepare our students!!! 

 

Remarkable Math 
Mrs.  Clark,  Math Coach 

Remarkable S.T.E.M 
Science,  Technology,  Engineering,  M ath 

Mrs.  Wallace,  STEM 
Coach 

Remarkable Special 
Programs  

Ms. Juin,  ESE Specialist 

 
During the month of December, we will be 
having matriculation meetings for all of our 
exiting Pre-K students that are going to 
Kindergarten during the 2018-2019 school 
year. The meetings consist of looking at each 
individual student’s needs and identifying 
additional support to assist in the transition 
from Pre-K to Kindergarten.  Students will 
have an opportunity to visit Kindergarten 
classes and participate in various activities to 
help facilitate a smooth transition.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all 
the students, parents, and members of the Rock 
Island community a very Happy Holidays and 
Happy New Year!	
   

																																																 	
In everyday interactions with your child, you can do many things without applying pressure.  
Although we cannot make them like Science, you can make Science an everyday feature in the 
home.  Here are a few ideas: 

• See how long it takes for a Dandelion or a Rose to burst into full bloom. 
• Watch the moon as it appears to change shape over the course of a month and record the 

changes. 
• Look for constellations in the night sky. 
• Bake a cake and calculate the measurements of the various ingredients. Note the way the 

concoction changes from liquid to solid. 

Learning to observe carefully is an important step leading to scientific explanations.  
Experiencing the world with your child and exchanging information with them about what you 
see are important too. 
 
Finally, encourage your child to ask questions.  If you cannot answer all of their questions, that 
is all right – no one has all the answers, not even Scientists.  Experience the world through 
everyday Science! 
 



 
 
 

Teaching “Kindness” starts at home!!!! 
 
People display kindness in many ways. Children and youth can better understand this trait when 
they have an understanding of what kind actions look like, sound like and feel like. They will 
then be more likely to incorporate the behaviors into their daily lives and especially during the 
holiday season. Additionally, children of parents who act as “emotional coaches” learn to 
acknowledge and master their emotions better, are more self-confident, and are physically 
healthier. Students score higher in reading and math, have better social skills, and have lower 
levels of stress. 
 
For the month of November, we focused on “Being Responsible”. Students participated in lessons 
on, The Responsibility of Friendship, The Responsibility of School Work, and The Responsibility of Our 
Actions. We will continue this same core value in December by focusing on; When I Make a 
Mistake, The Problem Solving Process, Proactive Problem Solving and Making Good Decisions. 
 
Here are some tips and procedures to participate at home with your students to practice the skill.  
 
1. Recognize the emotion behind the action. Most likely, you already know what behavior your 
child will display if he is denied what he wants. What’s the emotion behind the behavior? Start 
viewing displays of emotion, both positive and negative, as a time ripe for teaching; connecting 
to and helping your children become responsible adults. Don’t forget that the most powerful 
teaching tool is modeling. Children naturally emulate what they see. 
 
2. When your child becomes overwhelmed with emotion, remain calm. Don’t try to reason with 
your child during an emotional outburst. Tell them that once they are calm, you can talk about 
what happened.  
 
3. Listen to what your child has to say and check to make sure you understand by summarizing 
what you heard. 
 
4. Set limits and problem solve. You have talked about the situation and labeled the feelings. 
However that is only half of the equation for building emotionally balanced problem-solvers. 
Always let your child know a line was crossed. Ask your child, “What should you have done 
differently?” or “How can you make this better?” 
 
I am always here to assist parents with setting procedures in the home and establishing an 
environment that teaches responsibility.	

 

Remarkable Support 
Ms. Stephenson 

 School  Counselor 
 

																																														 	
• Our Holiday School Dance will be held on Thursday, December 21st at 1:00pm. There is 

a $2.00 entry fee and snacks will be sold for a minimal cost. 
 

• Our next No Uniform Day is scheduled for Friday, December 15th. All students 
participating must pay $1.00. 

 
 

• Our Art to Remember Fundraiser is coming soon! Please be on the lookout for more 
information. 

 
 
 
 



 
Greetings RIE Parents! 
 
I hope that everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday break. Rock Island 
was able so serve some very deserving families for Thanksgiving. Thanks to our 
partnership with RIE PTA, our District Harvest Drive, and the Trust the 
Journey organization, we were able to provide 22 families with Thanksgiving 
baskets!  
 
Parents please remember that Attendance Counts, Everyday All Day! If you are 
planning on traveling during the holiday break please let the teachers know. Also, 
I want to thank you all for your efforts in getting our students here on time. We 
have seen a decrease in tardiness this month! Please remember to write a note or 
call the attendance line at 754-322-8302 if your child will be absent.  
 
During the winter break we hope that you are able to spend time with your 
families and we wish you a beautiful holiday season and a new year of peace and 
happiness.  
 
 
Happy Holidays! Your SPARKS Team 
Ms. Overstreet & Ms. Sutton 

 
 
 
 
 

2017 – 2018 Meeting Dates 
  

Wednesday, October 4th  
SAC - 5:30pm 
PTA - 6:00pm  

Family Night - 6:30pm 
  

Wednesday, November 1st   
SAC - 5:30pm 
PTA - 6:00pm  

Family Night - 6:30pm 
  

Wednesday, December 6th   
 SAC - 5:30pm 
PTA - 6:00pm  

 
 

Wednesday, January 10th   
PTA – 7:30am 
SAC - 7:30am 

Family Night - 6:30pm 
  

Wednesday, February 7th  
SAC - 5:30pm 
PTA - 6:00pm  

Family Night - 6:30pm 
  

Wednesday, March 7th  
SAC - 5:30pm 
PTA - 6:00pm  

Family Night - 6:30pm 
  

Wednesday, April 4th   
SAC - 5:30pm 
PTA - 6:00pm  

Family Night - 6:30pm 
  

Wednesday, May 2nd   
PTA – 7:30am 
SAC - 7:30am 

Family Night - 6:30pm 

      

 
 

	

 
Specialized Professionals Advancing Resources, Knowledge and Skills 

(SPARKS) 



 
 

 

 

 
	
	

 
	
 
November 28, 2017 
	
	
Dear Rock Island Family,  
 
The safety of our students is one of our greatest priorities as a school community. On 
behalf of the City of Fort Lauderdale Police Department and Rock Island Elementary 
School here are a couple of safety reminders that will keep traffic moving efficiently and 
more importantly keep our students safe.  
 

1. A left turn into the parking lot of our school is prohibited when heading 
westbound on 19th Street. Police officers will enforce this traffic rule. You 
may make a U-turn in between the medical office and the traffic light to 
avoid a violation.  

2. A left turn out of the parking lot is prohibited when leaving our campus. 
You must make a right turn and head eastbound on 19th street when you 
exit. You may make a U- turn between the Northwest Federated Women’s 
Club and the traffic light to avoid a traffic violation.  

3. Pull up your vehicles up as far as you possibly can to drop off and pick up your 
students, allowing the cars behind you room to drop off/pick up their students.  

4. Remain in the carpool cue instead of driving around a car to avoid a collision.  
5. Don’t double-park to drop off your child, and make sure your students get out of 

the car on the curbside. 
6. If you’re getting out of your car and walking with your students, please don’t park 

and leave your car in the drop off area. Park in the parking space and use the 
crosswalk.  

7. Students who walk to school, should be crossing the street in the crosswalk with 
the crossing guard, and when that isn’t possible, they should be crossing at an 
intersection with traffic control signs or signals. 

8. Obey all traffic signs on and around school property.  
9. Inclement weather is always a challenge when it comes to traffic safety. Traffic 

Complaints to the Police Department and the schools multiply when we have 
rain. Patience is required during rainy days, as the times for drop off and pick up 
will increase. Please remain in your car at drop off/pick up and allow yourself 
time to get to your next destination safely.  

10. Make an attempt to get your child to school early, as this will decrease traffic 
around the building. School begins promptly at 8:00 am and children are to be in 
their classroom at that time.  

11. Display your carpool sign to the right of your dashboard daily to avoid a delay in 
the carpool. 

12. Remain in your car for pick up if your child is a car rider, which helps to maintain 
the momentum of carpool traffic.  

We would like to thank you for your attention to these issues. The safety of our 
children is the responsibility of everyone and by working together we can ensure that 
our children travel to and from school as safely as possible. I hope every parent will 
take a moment to reflect on what we all can do to keep our kids safe. Thank you for 
your cooperation!  

 
Mrs. Cormic Priester 
Principal 
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D i r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  T y r o n e  B r y a n t  L i b r a r y  

 

 

Kona Ice will be selling frozen treats! See the price list below. 
The first 20 students will receive a free frozen treat! 


